
Final Paper

Philosophy 1308 Outline Due: Tues Nov 10 by 12:30pm
Final Draft Due: Monday Dec 14 by 11:00am

Summary
In this paper you will argue for a distinct thesis of your own based on one of the

prompts below. Use the questions in the prompt to figure out what you want to

argue for. You should reference various arguments that we’ve read and/or discussed

in class, but you will also present your own arguments for your thesis. Consider

possible objections to your arguments and respond to those objections.

Outline Instructions
Before writing the paper, you will turn in a 1-2 page outline of the paper. State the

specific thesis for which you will be arguing. Describe the main arguments for your

thesis. Describe potential objections and how you plan to respond to those objections.

The more details you provide, the better feedback I can give you for writing the final

draft. Email the outline to lindsayrettler@gmail.com as a Word document

or a pdf by the beginning of class on Tuesday 11/10. I will pass around a

sign-up sheet for meeting with me the following week to discuss your outlines.

Final Draft Formatting
The paper must be between 1500-2100 words, which is roughly 5-7 pages when using

size 12 font, with a font like Times New Roman, and 1 inch margins. Please do not

list your name anywhere on the paper. At the beginning of the paper, list only

your Baylor ID number and the word count. The paper should be emailed to

lindsayrettler@gmail.com as a Word document or a pdf by 11:00 am on Monday 12/14.

Paper Topics
Choose one of the following topics. If you prefer to write on something else, you need

to approve the topic with me before turning in the outline.

• Socrates and Alcibiades : Compare and contrast Socrates’ approach to love

with Alcibiades’ approach. Clearly explain each approach, then critique the

approaches. Consider the following questions: What are the benefits of each

approach? What are the costs? Does one view of love better capture the nature

of love? Are the approaches compatible or incompatible? In the end, argue

that one approach is better, or that each approach is equally good. You may

reference Martha Nussbaum’s “The Speech of Alcibiades” as a reference.
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• Aristotle and Lewis : Summarize C. S. Lewis’s four loves and his three

components of love (Appreciative-love, Gift-love, and Need-love). Summarize

Aristotle’s three forms of friendship. Are there any similarities between any of

Lewis’s classifications and Aristotle’s? How would Lewis classify Aristotelian

character-friendship? Which of the four loves does it fall under, if any? What

are its components? What would Aristotle think of the whole range of things

that Lewis considers to be friendship? Your thesis should be a particular claim

about the relationship between the two views of friendship.

• The Love of Benevolence: What exactly is the love of benevolence, i.e. the love

of charity? You may reference any of the views of the love of benevolence that

were discussed in class. What does it take for a person to have this love? Give

specific examples of what this love looks like, and give specific examples of how

a person would go about cultivating this love. You may reference Crisp’s article

and/or Wallace’s speech. How feasible is this kind of love?

• Marriage: What is marriage good for? Our society has the institution of

marriage. Why might one think this institution is a good thing? Do you

agree? Why or why not? Reference at least two authors that we used for our

marriage debate (Martin, Finnis, Moller, Goldman, or Card). What do you

think the purpose of marriage is? Defend your answer. In the end, do you

think the institution of marriage is good for society or not? Do you think it

should be abolished as an institution? Defend your answers. Make sure that

your thesis is a coherent statement of the ultimate claim you will be defending

about marriage in the paper.

• Objectification: What is objectification and when it is morally wrong? Are all

forms of objectification morally wrong? Why or why not? And if not, then

when is it morally permissible and why? Interact with Nussbaum’s arguments

in “Objectification.”

• Objectification and Pornography What is the relationship between objectifica-

tion and pornography. For example, does pornography count as objectification?

Why or why not? What form or forms of objectification does pornography

embody? Given the relationship between pornography and objectification, is

pornography alway morally wrong? Defend your answer.

• Pornography : What exactly is pornography? You may present your own

analysis and defend it against possible objections; make sure to carefully explain

why it is superior to other common analyses of pornography. Or you may

substantively critique Rea’s analysis by offering one or more counterexamples

to the conditions in his analysis.
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Paper Structure
Here is a good way to structure your paper:

1. Introduction paragraph

Give a brief setup of your issue, then state your thesis. The thesis is a concise

statement of the particular claim that you will argue for in the paper. Following

the thesis, briefly summarize how you will argue for the thesis, in the order in

which you will present the arguments. Think of the introduction as a brief road

map to the rest of your paper.

2. Argument paragraphs

In the body of the paper, present your arguments. There are several ways to

organize the bulk of the paper. You can organize the paper similar to the critical

papers—with an exposition of various other arguments you plan to critique or

build on, following by your particular critique. You can use the questions in the

paper prompt to organize your paragraphs.

Note that writing an outline before you write a full paper draft gives you a

chance to neatly organize the paragraphs in this main section.

3. Conclusion paragraph

Briefly summarize what you’ve argued in your paper. Don’t simply repeat the

introduction; come up with a new succinct way to capture what you’ve done.

Grading
I will be grading your paper with respect to the following:

1. Organization and structure: There is a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.

Each paragraph is centered around one central thought, and each successive

paragraph suitably related to the preceding paragraph. Do not say too many

different things in one paragraph. Paragraphs are between 3-6 sentences long.

2. Clear and original thesis : Your position in response to the author’s argument

is clearly stated in your introduction and is your own original contribution.

3. Explanation of the author’s arguments : Your summary of the author’s argu-

ments is clear and correctly interprets the author in question.

4. Good arguments for your position: Your premises are well-defended and support

your conclusion—i.e. your thesis statement.

5. Clarity of expression: A readable paper has well-formed sentences and few

grammatical errors.
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