
Medical Ethics
Philosophy 2300

Fall 2018 University of Wyoming

Instructor: Dr. Lindsay Rettler,
Time and Location: Tues/Thurs 9:35-10:50 am, Engineering Building 2100
Contact: lrettler@uwyo.edu
Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:00 pm and by appointment, Ross Hall 126

Course Description

This course focuses on ethical issues that arise in the health care profession, from general
issues like informed consent to particular ones like abortion. We’ll explore general ethical
principles that have consequences for real world medical practice. And we’ll weigh the verdict
of these principles when applied to particular cases against our intuitive judgments about
those cases.

Required Texts

• Bioethics: Principles, Issues, and Case by Lewis Vaughn, 3rd Edition

• Additional articles supplied by the instructor on WyoCourses.

Course Requirements

3 Exams 20 % each (60% total): The exams are designed to help you apply the material
learned in class and through the reading. They are taken in class, and will have various com-
ponents, such as multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. They are not cumulative.

10 Case Papers 2% each (20% total): Case papers are short written documents (no
more than 250 words) addressing two cases that are provided. Along with each set of cases
are various questions, and you must answer all of those questions in your case paper. You
will be graded on insight and thoughtfulness of your answers. There are 18 Case Paper
opportunities; you select any 10 that you like, as long as 5 are turned in before midterm (Th
Oct 18) and 5 after. You receive an automatic 0/100 if you plagiarize. The papers are due
within the first 10 minutes of the start of class on the days for which they are listed on the
schedule. They must be submitted online via WyoCourses.

2 Audio Files 10% each (20% total): These are a chance for you to practice verbally
explaining and evaluating an ethically difficult medical case. They must be recorded in an
audio format, maximum 3 minutes, and uploaded to WyoCourses. I’ll provide more detailed
instructions in class. Audio files due dates are listed on the course schedule. Note: you’ll be
graded on content, not smoothness of presentation.
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Grading Scale

A 100-92
A- 92-90

B+ 90-88
B 88-82
B- 82-80

C+ 80-78
C 78-72
C- 72-70

D+ 70-68
D 68-62
F 0-60

Policies

Classroom Conduct:
Respect! We are discussing topics in this class that are difficult, sensitive, and controver-
sial. They can also be extremely personal. You have no idea how the people in the room
may be personally connected to what we discuss. Because of this we all need to be very
careful how we conduct ourselves. Respect one another! Pay attention when people are
speaking, listen carefully before jumping in, and speak in a respectful tone. You will almost
certainly disagree with people. In this course, we will explore our disagreement together in
a structured, collaborative atmosphere. Keep this in mind.

Technology. One way to disrespect people is to distract them from what’s important. So,
put your phones on silent or vibrate—texting or answering your phone in class is not ac-
ceptable. Keep your mobile devices out of sight! If you want to take notes on a laptop, you
must approve it with me at the beginning of the semester.

Diversity. The University of Wyoming values an educational environment that is diverse,
equitable, and inclusive. The diversity that students and faculty bring to class including age,
country of origin, culture, disability, economic class, ethnicity, gender identity, immigration
status, linguistic capacity, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, veteran sta-
tus, worldview, and other social and cultural diversity is valued, respected, and considered
a resource for learning.

Attendance. The class is primarily based around discussion of the ideas and arguments
presented in our readings. You are expected to come to class regularly and participate.
There are lots of ways to participate: asking questions or offering comments in the larger
class discussion, talking during small group discussion, and submitting discussion questions
when I assign them. Take notes on what you read, write down any questions, and be pre-
pared to talk about the readings in class. You are allowed to miss two class sessions for any
reason whatsoever, at which point I will deduct points from your attendance and participa-
tion grade for future absences. Please talk to me ahead of time if you know you will be absent.

Late Assignments: All assignments are due on Canvas within the first 10 minutes of the
beginning of class. Late assignments will be penalized one partial letter grade per day start-
ing with the due date. I understand that emergencies happen, so come talk to me if you
encounter a problem that prevents you from turning in your stuff on time. If, however, you
do not bother to make arrangements with me within 24-hours of the due date there is no
way to avoid the penalty.
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Office Hours: I am always available during office hours to discuss any questions about the
course or philosophy in general, or anything else of importance to you, including personal
issues. I’m also a good resource for working through paper ideas, including questions about
how to get started. You will benefit the most if you come talk to me early on about any-
thing confusing, and if you discuss written work at least several days before it’s due. I’m
also happy to a answer questions via email. If my scheduled office hours don’t work for you,
then please contact me to schedule a different time.

Academic Support: There are a variety of ways to get extra academic help at UW. You can
drop-in to the STEP Tutoring Center (http://www.uwyo.edu/studentaff/step/tutoring/) at
Coe Library, get e-tutoring on your writing, and visit the Writing Center in Coe Library.

Academic Integrity: I will enforce the university’s policy on academic integrity and re-
port all academic misconduct: UW Regulation 2-114 (Procedures and Authorized University
Actions in Cases of Student Academic Dishonesty). You are responsible for making yourself
aware of the relevant policies and procedures of UW’s Student Code of Conduct. Please
note that plagiarism is one of the most serious violations of academic integrity and consists
in presenting the work or ideas of another as your own. If you use someone else’s literal
words, even if it’s only a few, you need to put them in quotation marks and explicitly cite
the source. You must also explicitly cite the source even if you are paraphrasing or merely
using someone else’s ideas. Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct for more information.

Accommodation for Disabilities: If you have a physical, learning, sensory or psycho-
logical disability and require accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible. You
will need to register with, and possibly provide documentation of your disability to Dis-
ability Support Services (DSS) (www.uwyo.edu/udss), in room 128, Knight Hall. You may
also contact DSS at (307) 766-3073 or udss@uwyo.edu. I will work in conjunction with the
DSS to adapt methods, materials, and testing to ensure that everyone can participate equally.

Title IX Office: The University of Wyoming strives to provide a safe environment free
from the detrimental effects of discrimination or sexual misconduct, which includes sexual
harassment and sexual assault. If you would like help related to an experience of such behav-
ior please contact the Equal Opportunity Report and Response Office by email at report-
it@uwyo.edu or phone at (307) 766-5200 (www.uwyo.edu/reportit/index.html). You may
also contact Jim Osborn, the Title IX Coordinator at UW, by email at jim.osborn@uwyo.edu
or phone at (307) 766-5228. I am (along with all faculty and staff members) a mandatory
reporter; if I learn of any incident of sexual violence or misconduct, I am legally required to
report it.
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Course Outline

The following is an outline of topics and readings for the course. Please complete the read-
ings before class on the days for which they are listed. The schedule may, and probably will,
change throughout the semester, but I will always notify you in advance. Always check the
course schedule in WyoCourses for the most up to date list of readings and deadlines.

INTRODUCTION (weeks 1-2)
Th 8/30 About the Course

No reading

T 9/4 About Ethics
Vaughn, 3-8, 13-17

MEANS AND ENDS OF MEDICAL PRACTICE (weeks 2-6)
Th 9/6 Why do we treat people?

KevinMD, “A rude awakening for many medical students”
WHO, definition of health
Boorse, “On the distinction between disease and illness”
NYT, “When anxiety or depression masks a medical problem”
Case 1, Case 2

T 9/11 When are we done treating someone?
Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology News,
“Therapy and Enhancement: Is there a moral difference?”
U.S. Bioethics Counsel, “Distinguishing Therapy and Enhancement”
The Hastings Center, “Treatment or enhancement? Two Hard Cases”
The Atlantic, “A new way to be mad”
Case 3, Case 4

Th 9/13 Does it matter how we heal someone?
Vaughn, 34-52
Hippocratic Oath, classical and modern versions
Current Affairs, “Now Singer argues it might be okay to rape disabled people”
Case 5, Case 6

T 9/18 How do we make difficult choices?
Vaughn, 8-13
Beauchamp and Childress on moral dilemmas
No cases today

Th 9/20 Can we do something we know has a bad effect?
Review Vaughn, 40-42
Case 7, Case 8

T 9/25 How should we compose ourselves in decision-making contexts?
Review Vaughn, 40-42
Case 9, Case 10
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https://www.kevinmd.com/blog/2016/07/rude-awakening-many-medical-students.html
http://www.who.int/about/mission/en/
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http://www.thehastingscenter.org/therapy-or-enhancement-two-hard-cases/
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http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/body/hippocratic-oath-today.html
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Th 9/27 How should we compose ourselves...? Continued
How to be a Stoic, “What’s the point of regret?”
How to be a Stoic, “Seneca on Anger Pt. 1”
Epictetus’ Enchiridion, ch. 1-21
Case 11, Case 12

T 10/2 Review
No reading

Th 10/4 EXAM #1

SPECIFIC CLINICAL PRACTICES (weeks 7-11)
T 10/9 Human Research

Vaughn, 239-253
Allan Brandt, “Racism and Research: The Case of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study”
(Vaughn, 285-295)
Nuremberg Code, Declaration of Helsinki, Belmont Report (Vaughn, 259-266)
Ronald Munson, “From Vioxx to the ASR Implant”
NYT, “Patients lose sight after stem cells are injected in their eyes”
Case 13, Case 14 (Questions accompany Vaughn, 255-256)

Th 10/11 Paternalism and Patient Autonomy
Vaughn, 81-90
Terrence Ackerman, “Why doctors should intervene” (Vaughn, 110-115)
Robert Schwartz, “Autonomy, Futility, the Limits of Medicine” (Vaughn, 115-119)
Case 15, Case 16

T 10/16 Proxies’ Decision-Making Power
“Bouvia v Superior Court” (Vaughn, 123-127)
AMA Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs, “Fundamental Elements of the Patient-
Physician Relationship” (Vaughn 127-128)
Ronald Munson, “Faith and Medicine”
Washington Post, “The dying child who became an idealogical football”
The Catholic Weekly’s “Charlie Gard will die. But is it murder?”
Case 17, Case 18

Th 10/18 Truth-Telling
Vaughn, 144-152
Mack Lipkin, “On telling patients the truth” (Vaughn, 159-161)
Shelly Schwartz, “Is it ever okay to lie to patients?” (Vaughn, 161-164)
Susan Cullen and Margaret Klein, “Respect for Patients, Physicians, and the Truth”
(Vaughn, 164-171)
Case 19, Case 20

T 10/23 Informed Consent
Vaughn, 196-205
Jay Katz, “Informed consent—must it remain a fairy tale?” (Vaughn, 213-222)
Howard Brody, “Transparency: Informed Consent in Primary Care” (excerpt) (Vaughn,
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226-228)
Canterbury v. Spence (Vaughn, 235-238)
Case 21, Case 22

Th 10/25 Confidentiality
Federal guide to privacy of patient information (Read only chap. 2, pp. 9-21)
James Rachels, “Why privacy is important” (Vaughn, 172-177)
Mark Siegler, “Confidentiality in Medicine, a decrepit concept” (Vaughn, 177-180)
Taraso v. Regents of the University of California (Vaughn, 191-195)
Case 23, Case 24

T 10/30 Conflicts of Interest
NPR, “Drug company payments mirror doctors’ brand-name prescribing”
National Institutes of Health, “Conflicts of Interest and Medical Practice,” Ch. 6
Case 25, Case 26

Th 11/1 Review *First audio case study due by 5 pm*

T 11/6 EXAM #2

CURRENT AND FUTURE CLINICAL PROCEDURES (weeks 11-15)
Th 11/8 Euthanasia and PAS

Vaughn, 625-637
Daniel Callahan, “When self-determination runs amok” (Vaughn, 658-662)
James Rachels, “Active and passive euthanasia” (Vaughn, 678-681)
Vacco v. Quill (Vaughn, 707-709)
Ronald Munson, “Jack Kevorkian: Moral Leader or Doctor Death?”
Case 29, Case 30

T 11/13 Abortion: reasons against
Vaughn, 309-322
Christopher Kaczor, The Ethics of Abortion, ch. 5-6
Case 27, Case 28 (Vaughn, 323-324)

Th 11/15 Abortion: reasons for
Judith Jarvis Thompson, “A defense of abortion” (Vaughn, 326-336)
Giubilini and Minerva’s “After-birth Abortion: Why Should the Baby Live?”
Roe v. Wade (Vaughn, 397-402)
Planned Parenthood v. Casey (Vaughn, 402-408)
No cases today

T 11/20 Withholding Treatment, PVS Treatment
Ronald Munson, “Terri Schiavo”
Case 31, Case 32

Th 11/22 NO CLASS - Thanksgiving Break
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T 11/27 Genetic Engineering
Vaughn, 539-556
Leon Kass, “Implications of prenatal diagnosis for the human right to life” (Vaughn,
560-564)
Frida Simonstein and Michael Mashiach-Eizenberg,
“Attitudes toward Autism spectrum disorders among students of allied health profes-
sions”
Jeff McMahan, “The morality of screening for disability” (Vaughn, 571-574)
Walter Glannon, “Genetic Enhancement” (Vaughn, 599-603)
TED talk on happiness
Case 33, Case 34 (Vaughn, 558-559)

Th 11/29 Extending Life
Minds, “If you’re alive in 30 years, it’s likely you will be alive in 1000 years”
The Verge, “Elon Musk launches Neuralink, a venture to merge the human brain with AI”
Case 35, Case 36

TITLE (week 15)
T 12/4 Catch-up Day/Review *Second audio case study due by 5 pm*

Th 12/6 Review

*FINAL EXAM* (Exam #3)
Th 12/13 10:15am-12:15pm
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